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FOREWORD

First, I would like to congratulate the publication of “Strengthening
Regional and Local Economy”, the 2019 IRSA Book Series of Regional
Development. The content of this book was selected from the best
presentations at the 14™ IRSA International Conference held in Solo,
hosted by Universitas Sebelas Maret in 2018. IRSA is indebted to all the
authors of each of the chapter and in particular to the editors who have
worked tirelessly to maintain the quality of the book series. IRSA Book
Series of Regional Development, in addition to IRSA Annual
Conference, is the flagship of IRSA activities and the key to IRSA’s
reputation in the academic and policy arena in Indonesia and the Asia
Pacific region.

The topic of this book is also a special one, particularly for IRSA
and regional scientists in Indonesia in general. Although Indonesia has
been decentralizing many of its development authority to regions and
localities, national issues or development agendas that have nation-wide
attention are still more appealing as topics of analysis to academics and
development practicioners. This may have made the real development
actions at the local and regional level get less attention than it deserves.
Indonesia’s geography, demography and socio, economic and political
aspects are so spatially-heterogenous that require specific analysis that
are so distinct from place to place.

This book, therefore, serves as a reminder to all of us that selecting
development priorities should not be done in Jakarta, but should start at
the local level. One of the challenges to this is the regional imbalance of
intelectual activities. Many best academic institutions including its
intelectuals are still centered around Jakarta or a few regions in Java. Yet,
development challenges are mostly local and regional. IRSA has
definitely a responsibility to close this imbalance through various
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activities of academic capacity building in the regions. Publication of this
book is one of IRSA’s attempts to meet these challenges.
Congratulation.

Prof. Arief Anshory Yusuf
President of Indonesian Regional Science Association

May 2019
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